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Abstract  

Universal Citizenship encompasses a galore of virtues to reap the best for Humanity. 
Awareness, knowledge, empathy, appreciation for all cultures, and willingness to 
communicate, top the list. Universal citizenship calls for individuals’ willingness and 
acumen to communicate and comprehend with considerable ease without facing hurdles 
that could cease exchange of ideas or business. Increasing number of nations opting for 
student exchange programmes, sanction of foreign direct investment etc. have resulted in 
a global village.  Geographical peripheries no longer pose a line of control for exchange 
of intellectual property.  In our pursuit of English Language Teaching in a non native 
English speaking locale, we are passionate about finding ways of preparing our 
youngsters towards a natural readiness to embrace and ponder over all that can be done to 
make the world a happier place. This paper attempts to elaborate on how lessons of 
literature from across the world coupled with language teaching drives home the much 
required empathy that individuals need to imbibe for global citizenship. The students at 
the undergraduate level are heterogeneous in terms of language skills, and so it is 
imperative that we synergize our classes with interactions and activities made vibrant 
with a proper blend of language and literature elements. This blend will consist of ways 
to strengthen flawless language in terms of grammatical implications and literature 
extracts that gives students a wholesome view of the cultures of the world.  An attempt to 
share tools that could prove effective in this direction forms the core of this paper.  This 
will ensure an embrace that will hopefully go way ahead towards universal citizenship. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

‘VASUDAIVA KUTUMBAKAM’- THE WORLD IS ONE FAMILY- Universal Citizenship is 

definitely a traditional value cherished by the great philosophers and thinkers of our land. The 
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whopping 7 billion people across the world spread over 7 continents are bestowed with traits of 

their own, very much embedded and influenced by their own history and culture. This 

characteristic set of life styles has given rise to unique cultures with their distinct idiosyncrasies. 

Different elements of facial expression connote different implications. Russians consider smiling 

at strangers inappropriate and even impolite. The Americans and most Europeans generously 

smile at strangers. Scandinavians refrain from smiling as it is considered a sign of emotional 

weakness. It’s surprising to know that Asians smile when they are sad, apologetic, embarrassed 

and happy too! 

In the yester years people focused on indigenous manufacturing and production thereby 

establishing self sustained economies. Powered by the Industrial Revolution and subsequent 

discoveries and inventions, the demand for goods and services led to a sequence of colonization 

activities. This led to people migrating to foreign lands, mingling with local population to 

transact work and business. The sequence of human activities thereafter has increased the inter 

mingling of the various cultures of the world. Now with internet, cloud computing and fervent 

research in all spheres, intellectual exchange among people all over the world has become 

imminent. Optimum utilization of material and human resource is the order of the day. Hence, 

the need to understand the common mindset of people of different cultures becomes very 

important. Foreign direct investments, academic collaborations etc. bring businessmen scientists, 

environmentalists, philanthropists and the academia on platforms to share ideas and work out 

business for economic growth and for improving the quality of life the world over. 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP - LIVE AND LET LIVE 

It’s essential to identify and analyze the attributes of individuals that show themselves as true 

universal citizens. According to OXFAM (1997), a global citizen is someone who:  

• is aware of the wider world and has a sense of her or his own role as a world citizen. 

• respects and values diversity. 

• has an understanding of how the world works economically, politically, socially, 

culturally, technologically, and environmentally. 
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• is outraged by social injustice. 

• participates in and contributes to the community at a range of levels from local to global. 

• is willing to act to make the world a more sustainable place. 

• takes responsibility for his or her actions. 

Ron Israel says that today the forces of global engagement are helping some people identify 

themselves as global citizens, meaning that they have a sense of belonging to a world 

community. Modern communication and transportation techniques have resulted in growing 

global identity. These technologies strengthen our ability to connect to the rest of the world. 

When we see videos and newspaper reports of disasters – natural or manmade, we are driven to 

empathize with those in misery. Modern technology has eased our travel to any part of the globe 

both in real and virtual terms. Our access to all happenings in the world has increased our feeling 

of oneness, overcoming all social, geographical and cultural differences. Our current identity is 

greatly shaped by a set of traditional aspects we are born and bred with. Identifying ourselves as 

global citizens need not take us away from our own indigenous allegiances of nationality or 

ethnicity.  

LITERATURE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING----AN EFFECTIVE MEDIUM 

TO FOSTER HUMANITARIAN ONENESS 

Nussbaum (Nussbaum, 2002) suggests that, “there are three capacities that teachers must adopt 

into their curriculums: a critical examination of one’s own identity and traditions; the ability of 

citizens to see themselves not simply as citizens of one particular local, national or international 

identity but above all else to see themselves as human beings bound together by ties of 

recognition and concern and the ability to think what life would be like if they were in the same 

position as those they are judging, or the ability to empathize.” 

The English language teaching fraternity now has a greater responsibility and role to play with 

regard to helping students grow to communicate for purposes beyond conveying information. 

The need of the day is to teach language in a way that facilitates evolving individuals with a feel 

of being universal citizens. These citizens are those whose work, career, travel and life call for 
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accepting, appreciating and adapting to people from across the globe. Let not a narrow fanatic 

conformity/ affiliation thwart the individuals’ chances of going universal in thought, action and 

perception. English as a language enjoys the pride and position of the language of the world. 

Science, technology, philosophy, literature contributed by people across the globe are available 

to us in English which is the gateway to knowledge in today’s scenario. The cultures of different 

groups in the world can be easily understood by peeping into the world of literature that comes 

so very handy in broadening our horizon and thoughts required to develop the qualities of co 

existence, tolerance and the ideal of live and let live that is the foundation of Universal 

citizenship. 

Educational Psychology tells us that story telling is the most effective tool in drawing the 

attention of young minds; that is how each one of us has been nurtured and educated. Stories are 

the very basis of thoughts, imagination, curiosity, creativity, and personality growth. Literature 

thus forms the foundation for language learning, vocabulary building and facilitates the process 

of comprehension. Language exercises, composition, comprehension exercises at various levels 

need careful design with suitable literature to suit the needs and learning levels of the students in 

hand. The text for each of the language teaching sessions should have cross cultural elements 

which include the history, geography, cultural heritage and lives of different groups of people 

across the globe. This will lead youngsters to get interested in knowing more about people living 

all over the world.  

Philosophical aspects and political conditions of the time in which a certain piece of literature is 

composed give us the wholesome view of life. A story or a poem could be a snapshot of a place 

at a given time. Knowing about different places could improve the quality of coordination or 

dialogue between regions or countries. Literature educates us of the struggles, values and 

priorities of different people of the world. Today’s workplace, be it employment or business, 

interactions face to face, on telephone or in a foreign land calls for a free flow of thought through 

words and gestures which need to be experienced with no cross cultural or cross ethnic barriers. 
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Education for citizenship in an era of global connection needs to be thought of by our 

educational institutions. Surprisingly contrast signals conveyed by particular gestures in different 

cultures might prove disastrous. Moving out to work in an open environment with a cross 

cultural background will be more educative, experience rich, rewarding and satisfying. For 

English language teachers, literary texts are the ready handy tools for language teaching with 

added essence of cultural knowledge and understanding. Literature appeals to the students’ 

thought processes which further develop language skills. The greatest merit of literature as a tool 

for language learning is to be emphatically acknowledged. 

An insight of the classics of literature broadens the students’ horizons of understanding human 

society. Imagination, appreciation and creativity are kindled in young minds. Historical truths 

and philosophy of life are revealed. The inborn innate goodness of man is understood. General 

cultural awareness is facilitated. Attitudes and psychology are understood. Indian, Russian, 

American and European literature pieces add to the knowledge of the world at large. Literatures 

take us beyond our limited experience of life to show us the lives of other people at different 

times. 

DRAMA  

To see is to believe - Visual medium is the most appealing and it has the power to drive home the 

nuances of all aspects of communication. Language learning with this aid becomes a source of 

fun. Drama when read and discussed by the teacher kindles a liking in the students to active 

listening and involvement in language learning. Tagore’s Chondalika tells the learners about the 

caste ridden society in India during the 19th and 20th centuries. ‘The Importance of Being 

Earnest’ by Oscar Wilde conveys the message of not having to take yourself or anything too 

serious, hinting at the right attitude towards life, which can help you cooperate with fellow 

beings. ‘Miss Evers’ Boys’ by David Feldshuh looks into what it meant to be black in America 

during an incredibly dark time. Students are introduced to the plot, theme, characters, dialogues 

and many more elements that prepare them to step into the shoes of people in different cultural 

climates. 
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Reading, Speaking, Writing and Listening are all coordinated in the Drama. When students 

internalize themselves to different characters of the plays, they naturally identify themselves with 

people from across the world, thus inclining to the feel of global citizens. Drama fosters the 

much needed impetus to make people understand global conditions, issues, problems thus 

making them responsible for proper action towards an effort to make things better or even work 

towards correcting situations for the good of the world. 

 

POETRY 

It is a religious practice for parents to introduce toddlers to rhymes with both audio and video 

effects. The quick grasp of the tiny tots is ample testimony to the effectiveness of words with 

catchy word orders. Poetry has been an indispensable module of Language teaching across the 

world. 

 Poetry promotes literacy, builds communion, and fosters emotional resilience. It can cross 

boundaries with great ease. Poetry into your hearts, homes, classrooms and reading halls rings 

musical words for indelible impressions. A conscientious step by language teachers to utilize 

poetry to create awareness of the cultures of the world greatly contributes to our purpose of 

making our students global in thought and action. Let not poetry classes be limited to 

comprehending the lines and to appreciating the figures of speech and rhyme. A wider 

perspective of Poetry in terms of the socio economic background, cultural and political basis, 

geographic elements and many more need to be discussed so that students become more aware of 

the variety of experiences people across the world have had or have. This fosters empathy which 

contributes to making of Global citizens. 

 

A graded sequence of Poetry suitable to different age groups and backgrounds of students gives a 

deep insight into life of people across the globe. There is a sea of poetry literature for us to 

choose from. While William Wordsworth’s ‘Lines Written in March’ tell the readers about the 

extreme winter conditions of England, Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘Playthings’ tells the world the 
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universally accepted fact that an individual grows with different priorities at different stages of 

life. Alfred Lord Tennyson’s ‘Home they brought her warrior dead’ makes readers empathize 

readers to the emotional attachment of people which is experienced in any place, no matter 

which village or which continent. Thus, oneness or similarity in all people of the world is 

appreciated. ‘Meru’ by W.B. Yeats appreciates the philosophical ideas India has always stood 

for. When students read the works of Sri Aurobindo, they draw great similarities in the 

ideologies of Yeats, the Irish poet, and Sri. Aurobindo, the Indian saint poet. 

PROSE   

 Prose is either spoken or written and it doesn’t have a formal metrical structure. It is the way 

people speak. Short stories, novellas, novels etc. have interesting story lines that interest 

students in language learning sessions. In India, Classics from Indian Writing in English can be 

introduced in order to expose them to the cultural essence of Indian thought. Works of 

R.K.Narayan, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Gita Hariharan etc. can be introduced. Gradually, students 

can be introduced to works of Jonathan Swift, Charles Dickens, Leo Tolstoy and many more.Leo 

Tolstoy’s ‘A spark neglected burns the house’ opens the eyes of the readers to the need for 

friendly relations with neighbours, the idea extending to embrace the world. Further, when 

introduced to literature from commonwealth countries like Canada and New Zealand, our 

students will be led to appreciate the varied cultures of different countries. This contributes to 

broadening the outlook of the students.  Literature introduced in a planned graded pattern will 

undoubtedly bring out citizens with a very progressive mature attitude. Berardo (2006) and 

Wallace (1972) emphasize the importance of authenticity to make language acquisition truly 

satisfying. Students find it fulfilling to read authentic texts to reap the best feel of any piece of 

writing.  Literary texts will expose students to use the appropriate language according to the 

situation and condition. Cruz (2010) and Kramsch (1998) speak about the importance of the fifth 

skill that is learning culture apart from the four skills – Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing. Literature caters to all sections of people irrespective of age, gender, nationality, and 

thus broadening the horizon of thought is sure to happen if the teaching fraternity takes the 

initiative of administering the apt quality and quantity of literature with proper timing. 
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GRAMMAR and COMPOSITION 

Teaching/Learning a language has essentially a thrust on the correctness of grammar elements to 

ensure use of flawless language in multi various contexts. When English is taught to non native 

speakers teachers adopt improvised techniques to cater to the language needs based on their 

learning abilities and levels. Words, sentences, paragraphs and texts for grammar sessions can be 

carefully designed that learners are exposed to cultural lives of people across the world. This of 

course demands homework by teachers. Passages for comprehension too may be picked from a 

variety of subjects related to any sphere of activity under the sun. 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE  

English teachers conduct sessions focusing on honing speaking skills. Teachers can show them 

plays or short movies made in different countries and then involve students in giving their 

reviews. Conducting group discussions on conditions and issues currently faced across the globe 

broadens the thinking horizons of people, thus contributing a global perspective to life. Similarly, 

activities like short speeches and power point presentations not only improve language skills but 

also go way ahead in personality development for becoming successful global citizens. 

 CONCLUSION 

Literature from different cultures of the world used for language teaching / learning                               

has to a great extent shrunk the world by bringing people together for globalizing human                             

thought and action. As responsible citizens of humanity, it’s important                                                       

that all progressive human activities are directed to usher in peace with prosperity.                           

Eventually, it becomes imperative that language teaching fraternity shoulders the                                  

responsibility of using World Literature to help different groups of learners to                                            

not only visualize but also tangibly realize the ideal of Universal citizenship. 
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